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Greetings!  I look forward to seeing everyone at our spring meeting on April 26 in Omaha.  We are fortunate to 
have Jeff Barnes as our speaker, who will present a program on Buffalo Bill.  In researching Buffalo Bill, I learned that as 
part of some presentations to his audiences, he included a reenactment of the Mayflower landing at Plymouth Rock.  I 
think everyone will enjoy Mr. Barnes’ program.  Please see page 3 for more information about our spring meeting. 

This fall, I was appointed to a GSMD committee that is tasked to explore the possibility of researching the Pil-
grim remains interred at Cole’s Hill in Plymouth.  This has been an interesting project, and I wanted to report to you on 
the progress made thus far.  Dr. George Garmany, the chair of our committee, and also the current Assistant Governor 
General of our Society, met with the town officials in Plymouth in December, 2014, and made a presentation to them 
about GSMD plans to open the sarcophagus on Cole’s Hill.  Dr. Garmany reported to the town officials that if the plan 
was approved, there could be possible reconstruction of facial features using the skulls within the vault, and DNA tests 
could also be conducted.   The hope is that some of this work could be done in time for the 2020 celebration.  Dr. Gar-
many  continues to make contact with the state agency in Massachusetts that has the responsibility for maintaining 
Cole’s Hill and is the agency which has the power to ultimately approve (or not approve) the project.  At this point, the 
GSMD is engaged in a cooperative effort with this state agency to repair the deteriorated lettering on the granite mon-
ument at Cole’s Hill, and has contributed $1,375 as an initial payment toward the completion of the project. So, pro-
gress is steady and I hope to have further positive reports to share with you. 

This fall, the Board of Assistants meeting will take place in beautiful coastal Connecticut on September 10-13, 
2015.   If any of you are interested in attending, please get in touch with me.   

                        Gretchen Harvey, Governor 

Sarcophagus on Cole’s Hill, Plymouth, MA.  Burial site of the Pilgrims who died in the 
winter of 1620/1621.  Photograph by Midge Frazel.  Thanks also to Dale H. Cook, and 
the Plymouth Colony Pages.  
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NEBRASKA SOCIETY  
OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS 

ANNUAL MEETING 
THE KNOLLS, LINCOLN, NE 

NOVEMBER 23, 2014 
 

The meeting was called to order by Governor Gretchen Harvey.  The 
Invocation was given by the Elder, Ann Reinert. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
led by Charles Harmon. 

The attending members and guests were introduced.  The Mayflower 
Compact was read and a roll call of members by original passengers was 
conducted. The descendants of George Soule had the most attendees.  

The Report of the Treasurer and the Minutes of the last meeting, both 
as printed in the Pilgrim News were, upon motions, seconds and votes, 
approved.  The Nominations of the nominating committee for the Officers 
and members of the Board of Assistants, were presented as reported in the 
Pilgrim News, and there being no further nominations, the following were 
elected: 

The following amendment to the By-Laws of the Society, as published in the 
Pilgrim News was, upon motion, second and vote, approved:  

Article V – Fees and Dues, Section 2: 
 

Change the dollar amount of the annual dues which 
appears in the first sentence, from twenty dollars to 
twenty five dollars, to read as follows: Section 2. The 
Annual Dues shall be twenty five dollars for the calendar 
year, due and payable in January of each year. 

 
Mrs. Kathryn Morrissey was thanked for her education program and the 
table decorations. The Burt and Becky Whedon Scholarship will be in the 
amount of $500 as a result of a contribution by Mr. Marty Beerman. The 
target for 2015 will be in the amount of $1620.  Mr. Darrel Draper, in the 
persona of President Theodore Roosevelt, presented a discussion of his life 
biography, which was extremely well appreciated by the members and 
guests.  Ann Reinert delivered the benediction.  There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Charles L. Robinson, Secretary 
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A Note About Martha Harmon 
 On January 24, 2015, Martha Harmon, the wife of our 
past Governor and current Deputy Governor General, Charles 
Harmon, passed away.  Martha was a true friend to our Socie-
ty, and  traveled tirelessly across the country with Charles to 
attend GSMD meetings.  She was always willing to assist with 
whatever was needed at the meetings, and was a joy to spend 
time with. Her smiling presence, kindness,  and dedication to 
our Society will be truly missed. 

mailto:kathryn@cwsomaha.com
mailto:kathryn@cwsomaha.com
mailto:kathryn@cwsomaha.com
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Spring Meeting— Sunday, April 26, 2015 

Speaker to Discuss Buffalo Bill Cody 

Member Name(s): _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Guests:  ________________________________________ 

___ Adult Meals    @ $25 
 
___ Children’s Meal   @ $16 
         
         Total Enclosed  $_______ 

Please send this form and checks payable to the Nebraska Mayflower Society by  
Ap ril 18, 2015 , to: Karen Saunders, 1213 North 30th Road, Syracuse, NE  68446.   

 
The Board of Assistants will meet at 12:00 p.m. before the Sunday meeting.  As a member of our Society,  

you are always welcome to attend our Board of Assistants meeting.  

When: Sunday, April 26 at 1 p.m. 
Where: Omaha Marriott, 10220 Regency Circle 

Menu:  Choice of  (1) Beef Pot Roast with whipped 
potatoes and green beans, or (2) pecan encrusted 
chicken with bourbon sauce and rice pilaf. 

Children’s menu:  Chicken fingers, fruit cup & 
green beans. 

2015 Spring Luncheon Reservation Form 

Jeff Barnes, a popular Humanities Nebraska speaker, 
will give his approximate 45 minute presentation on 
Buffalo Bill at our spring meeting.  His presentation is 
sponsored by Bill and Gretchen Harvey and is made 
possible by a grant from the Nebraska Humanities 
Council.   Mr. Barnes is a fifth generation Nebraskan, 
the great-great grandson of a Sand Hills newspaper 
publisher and editor. A former newspaper reporter 
and editor himself, Barnes writes and presents on the 
history of his home state and the Great Plains.  He is 
the author of Forts of the Northern Plains,  The Great 
Plains Guide to Custer,  The Great Plains Guide to 
Buffalo Bill, and Extra Innings: The Story of Modisett 
Ball Park, and has authored featured articles for True 
West and Nebraska Life Magazines and the Omaha 
World-Herald. 

Barnes is a trustee of the Nebraska State  Historical 
Society, past chairman of the Nebraska Hall of Fame 
Commission, and one of the five most-requested pre-
senters with Humanities Nebraska. He and his wife 
Susan make their home in Omaha. 
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Summer Get-Together 2015: 

Henry Doorly Zoo & Picnic at Old Rosenblatt Stadium 

For our summer event,  Saturday, July 11, 2015, we are tentatively planning on going to the 

Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha in the morning, and having lunch afterwards at the Tree Tops restaurant at 

the zoo or (if weather permits) a picnic at the “Infield at the Zoo” - a picnic area at the old Rosenblatt 

stadium where the home plate was set.  The cost of admission at the zoo for adults  is $16.95, for chil-

dren  ages 3-11, the cost is $11.95, and the cost for seniors is $15.95.    

We need to give the organizers a general idea by the end of May as to how many will be in 

attendance, so please email Gretchen Harvey at nebraskamayflower@gmail.com by May 31, 2015, 

with the number of people in your group who plan to attend.  If you don’t have email, please call 

Gretchen at (402) 896-5287.  Come join the party! 

Junior Members Wanted 
 
Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles: 

We are pleased to have 58 junior members in our Society; but, we would love to grow the Society with your help!  Please 
consider helping keep the Nebraska Mayflower Society vital by adding the children in your life.  If you know a potential 
Mayflower member who is under the age of 18 and who is related by established bloodline to a sponsoring present or 
past member of our society, that youngster is eligible to become a junior member.  There is a one-time application fee of 
$20.00 for junior membership, with no further fees.  The junior member receives a copy of the Pilgrim News, which will 
include Junior Member features, as well as a customized certificate of membership.  Also, there often is an opportunity 
for junior members to share at school during history class that they are junior members of our society, and to proudly 
share their ancestry with our Pilgrim forefathers.    

The junior membership expires at the age of 25.  Between the ages of 18 and 25, the junior member can become a mem-
ber of the state society through the regular application process. For an application form, you can e-mail nebraska-
mayflower@gmail.com or contact Gretchen Harvey at (402) 896-5287 and we will forward one to you! 

mailto:nebraskamayflower@gmail.com
mailto:nebraskamayflower@gmail.com
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As reported in the Fall 2013 
issue of Pilgrim News, Kathryn 
Morrissey, our Society education 
chairman, visits numerous class-
rooms and shares the Mayflower 
story with preschool and elemen-
tary school children. 
 One of the Society’s missions 
is to share the Pilgrim story with 
future generations.  Another, is 
supporting higher education 
through the Society’s Scholarship 
Program.  

Please help us support the 
continuing education outreach 
program in the future, and the 
Society’s College Scholarship Pro-
gram by making a donation using 
the form below.  If you know of 
an organization that is interested 
in a Pilgrim visit, please contact us 
at nebraskamayflow-
er@gmail.com.  Also, if you know 

a deserving High School Senior, 
let them know of our Scholarship 
program by directing them to our 
website, or having them send us 
an email at that same address. 

Sandra Nieman 
DOD: November 17, 2013 

Descendant of:  Stephen Hopkins 
Elected:  1975 

 
Marion Elizabeth (White) Fickes 

DOD: November 17, 2014 
Descendant of:  Edward Fuller 

Elected: 1979 
 

Virginia Lee (Purdham) Hanisch 
DOD: October 10, 2012 

Descendant of: Francis Cooke 
Elected: 1981 

 
Dorothy Alice (Scott) Dotson 

DOD: February 2, 2013 
Descendant of: Edward Doty 

Elected: 2001  
 

 

 

Welcome New Member 

 
Yes, I will help support the Society's education outreach program and/or its scholarship  

endowment.  Enclosed is my check in the amount of $_________.  Please allocate my donation in the 
following way:  Outreach ______%   Scholarship Endowment ______% 

 
Please send checks to: Karen Saunders, 1213 North 30th Road, Syracuse, NE  68446 

In Memoriam 

We need your help to keep our records updated.  If you know of any member who has recently moved, please let us 
know.  We also care about each of our members, so also please let us know immediately of any member’s death or 
illness.    

Our email:  nebraskamayflower@gmail.com 

Support our Scholarship & School Outreach Program 

Nick Westerhaus with Teddy Roosevelt (in the person of 
Darrel Draper) confirming that history can come to life! 
Photo by John Keller 

Dorothy Inez (Guindon) Shaffer 
Omaha 
Francis Cooke 
 
Bonnie (Figi) Mack 
Omaha 
James Chilton 
Transfer from the Arizona Society 
  

Carolyn Louise (Thomas) Mowry 
Minatare 
Stephen Hopkins 
 
Malia Kay Hammerstrom 
Ainsworth 
William Mullins 
 
 

Jennifer Rae (Hain) Wang 
Lincoln 
William Bradford 
 
Cindy Cherlene (Sealey) Kucera 
Kearney 
Isaac Allerton 

mailto:nebraskamayflower@gmail.com
mailto:nebraskamayflower@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s Report 

  Pilgrim News will now be sent elec-
tronically, unless members submit a re-
quest for printed copies.  

All members are entitled to a copy of 
the Pilgrim News.  We are now sending 
only a digital copy, unless members spe-
cifically and in writing request a printed 
copy.  Benefits of the digital copy in-
clude:  receiving the newsletter at least a 
week before the printed copy, the photos 
are in color, you can enlarge it on the 
computer to make it easier to read, and it 
saves the Society money.  

Because of increased printing and 
postage costs, as well as environmental 
friendliness, we changed to sending only 
digital copies of the newsletter, unless a 
member notifies us that he/she needs to 
receive a printed copy because of not 
having computer access.  If you need to 
receive a printed copy, call Gretchen Har-
vey at 402-896-5287. 

ATTENTION ALL DUES PAYING MEMBERS 

Dues for 2015 should already be paid.  If you’re not sure whether you have paid, just send us an email at nebraska-
mayflower@gmail.com.  We will get right back in touch with you.    If you have not yet paid, please take a moment to 
send in your dues today—make check for $25 per member, payable to Nebraska Society of Mayflower Descendants.  
While you’re at it, please send us your current contact information so we can stay in touch.   

 

Please send payments to: 

Karen Saunders, Treasurer 
Nebraska Mayflower Society 

1213 North 30th Road 
Syracuse, NE  68446 

 
                        Amount  Paid:  $______________ 

 

Your name:     ___________________________________ 

Address:          ___________________________________ 

                          ___________________________________ 

Phone:             ___________________________________ 

Email:               ___________________________________ 

  

mailto:nebraskamayflower@gmail.com
mailto:nebraskamayflower@gmail.com
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Why Not Give A Junior Membership As A  Gift? 

The one-time fee for junior membership is only $20 and the application process is easy.  Just send an 
email to nebraskamayflower@gmail.com and we can provide you with all the information you need 
to complete the application process. 

With we now have a total of 58 Junior Members. 
  Junior Member Corner 



Pilgrim News 

Vicki Westerhaus, Editor 

9313 W. 139th Street 

Overland Park, KS 66221 

 

GSMD News 
Did you know that with your membership, you have access to 
free guided tours of the Mayflower Society House in Plymouth 
and use of the Plymouth Mayflower library free of charge?  Also 
in the works and being planned for is a corporate program for 
hotels and rental cars that will create discounts for members, 
and plans continue for the renovation of the apartment at the 
Mayflower Society House for member use.  If you find you are 
missing a Mayflower Quarterly, you can find back issues on the 
GSMD website. 

November 22, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. 

Please save the date and plan to attend the Annual 
Meeting in Lincoln.  Look forward to special activities 
for junior members!  

Mark Your Calendar 

 $500 scholarship in memory of Burt & 

Becky Whedon 

 For a high school senior planning to 

attend a 4-year college or university 

 Applicants must be Nebraska resi-

dents and US citizens 

 Mayflower ancestry is not required 

 Compose and submit an essay on 

Mayflower Compact (750-1,000 words) 

 See www.Nebraskamayflower.org/

scholarship for details.   

 Application deadline: March 31, 2015 

Whedon  

Scholarship Highlights 

July 11, 2015 

Join the fun at Henry Doorly Zoo in Omaha for our sum-
mer Get Together.  Members, prospective members and 
their families are welcome.  Details on page 4.   


